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I am thinking, brother, of a prediction I read this other
day, what should follow these eclipses. ... I promise you,
the effects he writes of, succeed unhappily, as of unnatural-
ness between the child and the parent, death, dearth, disso-
lutions of ancient amities, divisions in state, menaces and
maledictions against King and nobles, needless diffidencess
banishment of friends, dissipation of cohorts, nuptial
breaches, and I know not what.

Shakespeare took these speeches from a little pamphlet
called Strange, fearful and true news which happened at
Carlstadt in the Kingdom of Croatia, It was translated from
the High Dutch and told of terrible signs and portents
which (according to the editor, one Edward Gresham, an
almanack maker) were divine portents of threatening
disaster:

The Earth's and Moon's late and horrible obscurations,
the frequent eclipsations of the fixed bodies; by the wander-
ing, the fixed stars, I mean the planets, within these few
years more than ordinary, shall without doubt (salved divine
inhibition) have their effects no less admirable, than the
positions unusual. Which PEUCER with many more too long
to rehearse out of continual observation and the consent of
all authors noted to be, new leagues, traitorous designments,
catching at kingdoms, translation of empire, downfall of
men in authority, emulations, ambition, innovations, fac-
tious sects, schisms and much disturbance and troubles in
religion and matters of the Church, with many other things
infallible in sequent such orbical positions and phenomenes.

The preface to this work is dated i ith February, 1606.
It follows that Lear was written between this date and its
performance in the Christmas of the same year. The style,